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Since 1986 the Honey Bee Laboratory at Oregon State University has conducted an annual survey of pollination economics in the
Pacific Northwest (PNW). The information from each year of the survey has been made available both regionally and nationally.
The information has proved to be valuable to individual beekeepers who generate income from pollination rental.

The use of managed honey bee colonies for commercial crop pollination remains the most important function of the
PNW beekeeping industry. The vast and diverse agriculture of the PNW relies on a healthy and strong beekeeping industry to
maintain optimum production. An enhanced knowledge of pollination economics is critical to every beekeeper that enters into
the world of commercial crop pollination. It is also important for those growers who contract honey bee colonies for managed
pollination, to understand current economic conditions of the beekeeping industry.

The pollination requirement for commercial agriculture in the PNW is enormous. Between Washington, Oregon and
Idaho there are ca. 355,000 acres of crops grown that require or benefit from managed honey bee pollination. The “farm-gate”
value of those combined crops is approximately $1,750,000,000! Nearly half of those acres and 60% of the dollar value is in one
crop — apples.

The USDA National Agriculture Statistical Service estimates that there are 200,000 production honey bee colonies in
the PNW. And with these numbers there are some interesting hypothetical calculations that can be made. If all growers were to
rent 2 colonies for each acre of blooming crop (355,000 acres) the resulting pollination requirement would utilize 710,000 colony
rentals. If we multiple this by the 2005 average colony rental fee ($51°°) it results in a potential pollination rental income of more
than 36 million dollars. If we add to that the estimated almond pollination income (ten million dollars) we end up with a gross

(Continued on page 4)

Classified Ads

Mountain River Lodge Retreat & Conference Center

The Mountain River Lodge is centrally located and
serves as an affordable site for conferences, board meetings,
planning sessions, seminars, the list goes on.

Currently taking reservations for
August 1, 2006 through August 1, 2008.

Call Bill or Kathy Bishop at 1-877-605-6343, or visit us at

www.mtriverlodge.com.
3303 Cabin Creek Rd. Easton, WA
Email: info@mtriverlodge.com Everything
< for the Beekeeper

Call our branch offices: Pat in Fresno or John in Chico

for fast courteous service. Free Full Color Catalog
PO Box 2837 _ 15 C Valley Court
2765 South Golden Chico,CA 95973
State Bivd. Phone (530) 893-0921

Fresno, CA 93745 Fax (530) 893-0922
Phone (559) 495-0230 NN | L oc 1-377-332-3268

Fax  (559) 4950232 — —
Toll Free 1-877-432-3268 L

WSBA “Proudly Produced in Washington” gold labels for
sale. i
Rolls of 500 are $ 7 L each. To
order, Call 360-297-6743 or email
treasurer@wasba.org .




